AN  EXERCISE   IN DIPLOMACY

we have and should take opportunity to do things, ye shall
understand that we have and do know our right occasion and
take your advertisement therein in good and thankful part;
signifying unto you that, (by the advice of our Council in the
same and other things) we shall not neglect nor pass over any
opportune occasion, finding good towardness in the parties, and
forwardness in .the matter. Wherefore ye shall declare unto his
secretary there that, upon your advertisement, ye perceive such
good inclination in us towards that family, and that we know
so well the Bishop of Rome's ambition and cruelty, where he may
obtain the upper hand upon the princes of Christendom, whose
powers he ever practised! to usurpate, and that, seeing our good
disposition, ye can think none otherwise; but be assured that if
the Duke, his master, shall require us as appertained!, and show
the justice of his cause, we shall not fail to have regard to the
honour of God, the support of princes, and such respect to the
amity and affection we bear and have borne to that family,
as they shall have cause to be contented. Therefore, adhort-
ing ye him to write unto his master, the Duke, thereupon,
and to use all celerity convenient, ye shall advise him, as of
your self, that he shall also counsel to the said Duke, that
he shall use of all possible diligence in sending a man unto
us; trusting assuredly that he is like, for the reasons before
mentioned, to have good answer, and find subvention and
support at our hand, if he shall duly require and show his
right unto us.

As for those barking preachers, their slanderously defaming
us in so celebre a place, which rather ought to be called false
prophets and sheep-iloaked wolves, we pray you to continue your
instant requisition to the Emperor and his Council, with your
objections to their unreasonable answers, as ye have done hitherto,
much to our contentment and thankful acceptation; alleging unto
him that ye much marvel -they proceed none otherwise to stay
such false and untrue slanders against us being a king; seen
that, of late, at Rouen, where a Grey Friar likewise slandered
us, he was constrained to recant, and in plain pulpit to withdraw
his words, and to declare that he had belied us and our nation;
and that dierefore he cried God, us, and our nation, mercy; and